
Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY — Tuesday, 7 November 2017] 

 p5476b-5476b 
Mr Ian Blayney; Mr Roger Cook 

 [1] 

GERALDTON SOBERING-UP SHELTER 
624. Mr I.C. BLAYNEY to the Minister for Mental Health: 
I refer to the Mental Health Commission’s annual report, which states that sobering-up centres help to reduce the 
harm associated with intoxication for the individual, their families and the broader community and play a key role 
in response to family and domestic violence. Given the importance of sobering-up centres, why has he cut funding 
to Geraldton’s sobering-up shelter, which will result in its closure? 
Mr R.H. COOK replied: 
I thank the member for the question. Of course, mental health issues in Geraldton are uppermost in our mind, 
particularly as we fund new step-up, step-down positions there. There is also the election commitment around 
establishing a mental health observation area at the emergency department as well as acute mental health beds at 
Geraldton Hospital. We are very much aware of, and acutely sensitive to, the issues of mental health in the midwest 
and the Geraldton area in particular. 
We have reallocated some resources for the sobering-up centre. Essentially, for the sobering-up centre for the full 
period 1 January through to 31 December 2016, there were 1 447 admissions which, of itself, is fine, but we have 
discovered that those admissions were pretty much taken up by a very small group of people. One individual was 
admitted 143 times during the period. The top five users of the service were admitted for a total of 415 times between 
them during this period, and the top 10 accounted for over 600 of the total admissions—almost 50 per cent of the 
admissions during this period. We understand that there are some people with acute needs, and we are looking at 
ways that we can best allocate our resources to meet their needs, but also to make sure that we have sobering-up 
services or other drug and alcohol services that meet the needs of the broader community. I thank the member for 
Geraldton for the question. Having these sorts of services is important to the community, but it is also important 
that we drive an efficient dollar and make sure that they are providing the biggest possible bang for our buck. 
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